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[  THE  DISCOVERY  OF  THE  NORTHWEST 
PASSAGE. 

JTJ^HE  more  wc  loarn  of  the  perils  and  the 
3.  promise  of  Arctic  navigation,  the  more  un- 
likely does  it  appear  that  future  generations 
wilt  hazard  valuable  lives  and  property  in  the 
congeries  of  islands  to  the  north  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  It  is  ponible  that  further  dis- 
coveries may  dcmonsti  >o  the  usefulness  of  fol- 
lowing up  the  track  of  Dr.  Kane  through 
Smith's  Sound,  or — which  is  more  likely — 
may  instigate  voyages  to  the  "open  sea,'"  by 
the  channel  between  Greenland  and  Norway. 
There  may  be  something  to  learn  there :  geogra- 
phy may  benefit  by  navigation  of  that  unex- 
plored region  ;  possibly — who  knows  ? — trade 
ma;-  find  a  return  for  consignments  thither  of 
ice-ships,  furs,  and  pluck.  But  it  seems  as 
fully  proved  as  any  thing  can  be,  that  no  ade- 
quate recompense  awaits  further  expeditions  to 
the  scene  of  the  labors  of  the  late  British  Arctic 
discovery  ships.  One  more  party  will  probably 
be  sent  by  the  British  Govem».;<'Tit  to  King 
William's  Land,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up 
finally  the  mystery  which  yet  overhangs  the 
fate  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  his  ships,  the 
JUt-efius  and  Terror.  The  British  public — the 
civilized  world — can  hardly  remain  satisfied 
with  the  cloudy  and  partial  accounts  brought 
from  Fish  River  by  Mr.  Rao ;  and  now  that  a 
voyage  to  Boothia  is  reduced  to  a  mere  question 
of  time  and  endurance,  men  will  not  be  want- 
ing to  pay  this  merited  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  bravo  Sir  John  and  his  gallant  companions. 
With  this  exception,  we  see  no  reason  why 
there  should  be  ony  more  flying  in  the  face  of 
nature  by  explorations  of  the  God-forsaken 
and  man-forbidden  region  lying  westward  of 
65°. 

On  this  account,  and  also  from  the  historical 
importance  of  the  actual  discovery  of  the  north- 
west passage,  some  interest  attaches  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  voyage  of  Captain  M'Clure  in  the 
Investigator,  now  first  published — an  interest 
which  the  tedious  and  somewhat  snobbish  nar- 
rative of  the  historiographer.  Captain  Osborn, 
does  not  wholly  succeed  in  extinguishing. 

On  the  20th  January,  iBoO,  the  Investigator 
sailed  from  Plymouth,  in  company  with  the 
Enterprise,  both  bound  for  the  Arctic  rcf^ions, 
via  Behring's  Straits,  to  resume  the  search  for 
Sir  John  Franklin's  ships.  Sir  John  Ross  had 
just  returned  from  an  unsuccessful  search  on  the 
side  of  Baffin's  Bay,  having  been  unable  to 
penetrate  further  westward  than  Leopold's  Isl- 
and. Two  other  Britisli  expeditions  had  been 
equally  fruitless.     There  only  remained,  in  the 


i  opinion  of  persons  best  qualified  to  judge,  the 
ichance  of  penetrating  to  Banks's  Land  and  the 
adjoining  archipelago,  by  the  way  of  Behring's 
Straits.  It  was  to  test  this  chance  that  the 
Investigator  and  Enterprise  were  dispatched. 

They  took  six  months,  in  round  numbers,  to 
'reach  the  Sandwich  Islands,  by  way  of  the 
Horn ;  took  in  supplies  there,  and  sailed  north- 
ward at  the  very  time  the  GrinncU  expedition 
was  clearing  Newfoundland.  By  the  close  of 
July  the  Investigator  (the  Enterprise  arrived 
too  late,  and  took  no  part  in  the  expedition) 
hu '.  safely  passed  through  Behring's  Straits,  in 
a  dense  fog,  and  in  a  few  days  bade  adieu  to  the 
world  in  the  Arctic  Ocean.  They  met  with  the 
first  heavy  ice  early  in  August,  in  lat.  72°,  and 
wore  much  enlivened  by  file  sight  of  the  im- 
racnse  herds  of  walruses  basking  upon  the  loose 
masr:;s.  Ferocious-looking  as  these  creatures 
are,  it  docs  not  appear  that  the  editors  of  Cap- 
tain Cook's  voyages  are  justified  in  representing 
them  as  formidable  to  man.  Their  tusks  are 
useless  out  of  the  water.  Captain  M'Clure 
seems  to  have  been  rather  prepossessed  in  their 
favor  by  the  affection  shown  by  the  mothers  for 
their  young,  and  would  not  allow  them  to  be 
shot. 

The  only  chance  of  making  easting  enough 
to  gain  the  scene  of  operations,  was  by  creep- 
ing along  the  coast,  in  what  Arctic  navigators 
call  the  landwater.  This  is  a  narrow  lane  of 
water  between  the  shore  ice  and  the  heavy  sea 
ice,  the  latter  being  so  thick  as  to  ground  in 
six,  seven,  and  eight  fathoms  water.  The  In- 
vestigator worked  her  way  into  this  lane  shortly 
after  sighting  Cape  Lisburne,  and  jogged  on  to 
Cape  Barrow,  ond  thence  along  the  northern 
coast ;  keeping  so  close  to  the  shore  as  to  be  in 
constant  communication  with  the  Esquimaux. 
Tliese  primitive  people  the  Investigators  culti- 
vated with  considerable  success.  They  were 
somewhat  addicted  to  stealing.  A  lady  who  vis- 
ited the  ship,  actually  stowed  away  under  her 
petticoats  two  iron  winch-handles,  and  an  ice- 
anchor;  and  while  Captain  M'Clure  was  plac- 
I  ing  some  presents  in  the  right  hand  of  a  chief, 
I  in  token  of  good-will,  with  an  appropriate  ad- 
moaition,  he  felt  the  fellow's  left  in  his  pock- 
et. The  Esquimaux,  however,  laughed  heartily 
j  when  they  wore  caught,  and  so  the  Englishmen 
thought  best  io  do  the  same,  and  not  allow 
peccadilloes  to  mar  the  harmony  of  their  inter- 
course. It  wiis  perhaps  well  they  did ;  for  it 
was  from  these  Esquimaux  that  Captain  Ma- 
guiro  afterward  discovered  the  traces  of  the  In- 
vestigator. They  told  him  that  a  sliip  had 
passed  that  way :  when  asked  to  describe  her, 
they  were  unable;  but  they  remembered  that 
the  sailors  had  given  them  twisted  tobacco. 
From  this  simple  fact  Captain  Maguire  knew 
that  the  vessel  must  be  the  Investigator,  as  no 
other  Arctic  ship  was  supplied  with  negro- 
head. 

After  some  norrow  escapes  fVom  the  ice, 
once  running  aground,  and  once  meeting  with  a 
furious  rain-storm  with  thunder  and  lightning 
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(the  flrM  recorded  in  so  liifih  a  latitude.  "0° 
north),  the  Invfstigator  reached  Cape  B&tiiurat 
on  8Ut  Anpust.  There  more  Estiuimaux  were 
met  with ;  a,  Hiio  race  of  peopio,  as  it  scums, 
with  whom  the  navigators  wort  soon  on  tlic 
best  of  terms.  Indeed,  if  scandal  i  pealc  trutli, 
gome  of  the  bold  mariners  were  soon  on  such 
terms  with  the  btlght-cyed  girls  of  Capo  Bath- 
urst,  that  Captain  M'Clure  was  oblincd  to  use 
his  authority  to  "-cop  them  on  board  siiip.  When 
a  wlmlc  is  killed  by  one  of  those  Esquimuiix,  a 
grand  banquet  takes  place,  to  whicli  all  the  men 
and  women  of  the  tribo  ore  invited ;  niul  after 
the  roast  venison,  the  stewed  whalo,  and  the 
other  delicacies  of  the  season  have  been  dis- 
cussed, the  entertainment  winds  up  in  a  fash- 
ion more  suitable,  one  would  imaj^inc,  to  a  re- 
laxing southern  meridian  than  to  the  borders 
of  the  Arctic  Ocean. 

From  Cape  Bathnrst  the  Investigator  follow- 
.  cd  the  landwatcr  to  n  level  with  Capo  Tarry, 
from  whence  tiiey  struck  a  northerly  course,  I 
sighting,  on  the  7th  of  September,  the  south-  j 
ern  capo  of  Banks's  Land.     One  can  not  help  | 
«m<ling  at  the  grave  manner  in  which  this  loyal 
British  captain — not  knowing  that  the  land  ho 
saw  had  been  discovered  before — landed  on  the 
bleak  and  iriserablc  shore,  and  announced  to 
.ho  icebergs  and  the  winds  that  he  claimed 
the  country  for  his  mistress  Queen  Victoria.  I 
But  it  is  a  habit  with  Knglish  sailors.     A  !<hort  I 
while  before,  Captain  Kellett,  of  the  l/eralJ, 
sighted  land  to  the  north  and   northwest  of  j 
Behring's  Straits.     It  was  .so  wretched  a  place,  [ 
with  so  iron-bound  a  coast,  that,  with  all  his 
exertions.  Captain  Kellett  could  not  climb  the  j 
bluffs,  or  be  quite  certain   in   his  own  mind  i 
whether  he  stood  on  the  beach  or  on  the  ice :  > 
nevertheless,  he  "hoisted  the  jack,  and  took  | 
possession  of  the  island,  with  the  usual  ccremo-  , 
nies,  in  the  name  of  Her  Most  Uracious  Ma-  i 
jesty  Queen  Victoria."    It  is  to  bo  hojMid  it  will  j 
do  her  good.  ; 

There  were  still  a  fev  days  of  summer  left,  ' 
and  a  lane  open  to  the  northeast.  Through 
this  the  Investigator  was  worked  slowly  against 
head-winds;  on  their  left  they  had  the  liinh 
bluffs  of  Banks's  Land,  on  their  right,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  some  thirty  mill's,  stretched  another 
island,  which  loyal  Captain  M'Clure  named 
Prince  Albc  ''s  Land.  (,'rce])ing  between  the 
two,  by  the  'Jth  September  they  were  irresistibly 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  channel  in  which 
they  were  must  lead  to  Barrow's  Mtr.iit.  One 
can  readily  understand  Captain  M'Clurc's  agi- 
tation at  the  thought,  ■•  Can  it  be  lKl^sillle  that 
this  water  shall  j)rove  to  be  the  long-sought 
Noithwcst  Passage  ?  Only  give  us  time,  and 
we  shall  discover  it  I"  They  pushed  on,  nortli- 
ward,  working  bravely ;  but  when  they  w  re  in 
latitude  73°  10'  N.,  only  thirty  miles  from  Bar- 
row's Strait,  winter  overtook  them.  It  was  the 
17th  September.  Tour  more  days  would  prob- 
ably have  solved  the  jiroblcm ;  but  those  four 
lays  were  denied  them.  On  the  1 7th  they 
were  stopped  l.y  the  ice ;  ou  the  18th  it  foriued 


round  Iho  ship;  they  began  to  drift  with  the 
puck :  beforo  the  week  was  out  they  ha(i  re- 
solved to  winter  there,  and  were  at  work  hous- 
ing the  ship,  and  making  all  needful  ])n!para- 
tious  for  escape  in  case  she  should  be  crushed 
by  tho  ic(!.  'i'heso  preparations  were  made  un- 
der circumstances  that  might  well  shako  tho 
nerves  of  a  strong  man.  As  tho  ico  surged  tho 
I  iihip  was  thrown  violently  from  side  to  side, 
I  now  lifted  out  of  water,  now  plunged  into  a 
hole.  "The  crashing,  creaking,  aiul  strain- 
ing," says  Captain  M'Clure,  in  his  log,  "  is  be- 
yond description ;  tho  officer  of  the  watch,  when 
sjieaking  to  nic,  is  obliged  to  put  his  mouth 
close  to  my  car  on  account  of  tho  deafening 
noise." 

While  wintering  here.  Captain  M'Cluro's  loy- 
alty was  very  near  cutting  short  his  career  of 
usefulness.  On  tho  eastern  side  of  the  strait 
there  was  an  ice-bound  tract  of  land  (forming 
part,  in  fact,  of  Prince  Albert's  Land,  already 
visited)  of  which  tho  gallant  Captain  felt  bound 
to  take  possession  for  his  Gracious  Mistress.  Ho' 
did  80  accordingly,  "with  the  usual  ceremonies ;" 
but  on  his  return  to  the  ship,  when  the  party 
reached  the  junction  of  the  land  and  sea  ice, 
they  found,  to  their  horror,  a  yawning  black 
gulf  fifty  yards  wide.  Night  was  just  closing 
in :  they  had  no  l>oat ;  their  only  provision  yian 
one  can  of  preset  vcd  meat,  so  hard  frozen  that 
knives  would  barely  scratch  it;  tho  men  were 
jaded  by  a  twenty  miles'  walk  over  hummocks 
aiul  rocks.  They  did  the  only  thing  they  could 
do — walked  about  to  keep  up  the  circulation, 
and  tired  guns  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple on  board  the  ship.  It  needed  all  M'Clurc's 
energy  to  i)rovent  the  fagged  men  from  sitting 
down  to  snooze;  but  he  kept  them  moving,  and, 
after  n  whil",  the  shi])  answered  their  signals, 
and  a  light  was  seen  approaching  over  the  ice. 
The  (Captain's  party  now  begun  to  sjieculate 
anxiously  on  the  chances  of  their  friends  hav- 
ing brought  a  boat ;  for  without  one,  of  course, 
assistance  was  useless.  They  wotched  tho  light 
draw  nearer  anu  nearer  to  the  lane,  one  man 
swearing  that  he  heard  tho  sound  of  the  sledge- 
boat  on  the  ice,  another  |)crsisting  that  there  was 
no  sound  but  footsteps;  till  nt  last  tho  relief 
party  was  within  hailing  distance.  Every  man 
held  his  breath  as  Jl'Clure  shouted,  "  Have  you 
a  boat  with  you'j'"  There  was  a  moment's  si- 
lence, as  if  tho  men  across  tho  gulf  were  taken 
by  surjirise  by  the  question.  Then  came  the 
an.nwcr,  "No;  we  didn't  know  you  wanted  one." 
M'Clure  instantly  sent  them  back  to  the  ship 
for  the  Ilalkett's  Ixiat.  It  was  a  critical  mo- 
ineni.  Tired  as  the  men  were,  i„  was  quite 
unlikely  that  they  could  be  kejit  moving  till  tho 
party  returned  to  tho  ship  and  brought  tlie  boat. 
But  by  one  of  those  jirovidential  accidents  which 
.so  often  occur  in  Arctic  navigation,  a  second 
relief  jmrty,  with  a  lx»it,  met  tho  first  on  their 
way  to  the  shij),  and  so  all  were  saved. 

Before  winter  set  in  comjiletely.  Captain 
iVI't'luro  determined  to  test  tho  vital  question, 
whether  the  chuuuul  in  which  the  ship  lay  did 
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ri'iilly  lend  to  narrow's  Strnit  or  not.  He  «ot 
out  on  2'M  Uotobcr,  with  a  glcdtue  party,  for  the 
iiurlh.  It  hiirdly  appears,  from  the  account 
given  by  ('aptain  Osbom,  that  tho  party  were 
c(|iiip|>ed  and  provided  in  tb-sbeat  possible  man- 
ner ;  lor  though  tlicy  had  200  pounds  apiece  to 
druw  in  Iho  sledge,  they  were  pinched  both  for 
fuel  (iind,  consequently,  water)  and  food ;  and 
thi>u|j;h  tho  Ihcnuonietcr  docs  not  seem  to  have 
fiilieu  nnifli  below  zero,  some  of  the  men  were 
bndly  frost-bitten.  Four  days  after  leuviii)?  the 
ship  flicy  snw  to  the  northcost  the  wonderful 
blue  crystalline  sca-ico  described  by  Purry  ;  and 
tliut  night,  n'tur  a  long  march,  M'Cluro  went 
to  sleep  with  tho  thrilling  conviction  that  next 
morning  be  would  feast  his  oycs  on  tho  seo-icc 
in  Unrrow's  Strait.  Long  before  daybreak  he 
wus  astir  and  afoot.  Climbing  a  'lill  some  C(X> 
fuct  above  tho  sea-level,  ho  waited  for  sunrise 
in  a  state  of  excitement  which  can  bo  well  con- 
ceived. At  last  tho  first  streak  of  dawn  appear- 
ed, revealing  the  land  called  after  I'rince  Albert 
(whom,  by-the-way,  tho  gallant  historiographer 
of  the  expedition  does  not  forgot,  even  at  such 
a  moment,  to  designate  in  full  as  His  Koynl 
Highness,  etc.,  etc.) :  then  the  coast-lino  of 
Banks's  Land  became  visible,  and  nt  the  same 
moment  tho  delighted  explorers  saw  at  their 
feet  tlie  frozen  waters  of  the  great  strait  called 
Barrow's  or  Melville  Strait. 

Tfie  Northwest  Ptisaage  was  discovered.'  With 
one  voice  those  brave  Englishmen  shonted,  as 
they  gazed  on  the  long-sought  spectacle,  "Thank 
God  1" 

From  the  point  in  Barrow's  Strait  upon  which 
they  were  looking — a  point  opposite  to  Cape 
Ha3',  in  Melville  Island— Parry  liad  sniled  into 
Baffin's  Bay  and  home.  The  cxistenjc,  there- 
fore, of  a  water-communication  round  tho  north 
coast  of  America  was  finally  demonstrated. 
They  had  not  found  any  trace  of  Frnnklin ;  but 
they  had  done  the  next  best  thing,  and  enough 
for  M'Clure's  fame. 

Ho  was  nearly  lost  on  his  way  home.  Hav- 
ing started  in  advunee  of  the  sledge,  he  was 
overtaken  by  a  snow-storm,  in  which  ho  lost  lii^ 
way.  Tnough  only  six  miles  from  tho  ship,  he 
might  as  well  have  lieen  six  hundred  in  that 
storm.  Night  came  on,  with  a  temperature  Ifi^ 
below  zero.  Abandoning  the  attempt  to  gain 
the  ship,  after  much  random  tru.'ging  over  hum- 
mocks, he  began  to  pace  the  to|)  of  a  great  lump 
of  ice,  in  tho  hoi>c  of  seeing  so..ic  signal  from 
the  sledge  or  the  ship.  But  the  drift  was  too 
thick  to  see  any  thing.  Up  and  down  he  march- 
ed, till  eleven  o'clock,  wondering  whnt  he  should 
do  if  the  bears — whom  he  heard  growling  around 
him — were  to  take  a  fancy  to  attack  him ;  nt 
last,  fairly  worn  out,  he  crept  to  tlie  lee  side  of 
the  ice-lump,  found  a  soft  bnnk  of  snow,  threw 
himself  uix)n  it,  and  was  soon  fast  asleep. 
Strange  to  say,  he  awoke  next  morning  none 
the  worse,  and  found  himself  full  four  miles 
beyond  the  ship. 

Christmas  was  kept  with  the  usual  banquet 
and  frolic.     A  strange  picture  might  ha,ve  been 


seen  that  Christmas-day  by  a  spirit  who  could 
have  roamed  from  end  to  end  of  the  icy  conti- 
nent and  taken  it  in  at  n  glance.  Ho  less 
than  ten  Arctic  discovery-ships  wore  wintering 
within  a  few  hutidrod  miles  of  each  other.  Un- 
der Griffith's  Island  lay  H.  B.  M.'s  ships  tho 
liesohtte,  Assistmice,  J'ioneer,  and  Intrepid.  In  a 
small  bay  in  North  Devon  were  securely  snuci;cd 
Captain  Penny's  two  brigs.  The  Jiivesliffator, 
as  wo  have  seen,  lay  in  I'rince  of  Wales'  Strait. 
And  at  the  mouth  of  Lancaster  Sound,  drifting 
helplessly  in  tho  pack  which  had  borne  them 
already  twelve  degrees  to  tho  eastward,  were 
tho  two  unfortunate  shi])s  of  the  Grinncll  ex- 
pedition. But  this  was  not  all.  Only  threo  to 
four  hundred  miles  from  the  Irivesli.jutor's  win- 
ter quarters,  Mr.  Rae  was  waiting  on  the  border 
of  Great  Bear  Lake  for  weather  that  would  al- 
low him  to  start  on  his  land  journey.  And  in 
nil  human  probability,  on  that  same  Christmas- 
day,  Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  men,  tho  object 
of  so  many  expeditions  and  so  much  anxiouB 
ho)ic,  wore  miserably  subsisting  on  short  allow- 
ance sonii>where  in  King  William's  Land,  or  on 
tho  bank  of  Peel  Sound. 

The  Knttrfirise  had  failed  to  pass  Icy  Cape 
before  the  winter  season  began,  and  was  not, 
therefore,  within  the  Arctic  circle.  Her  com- 
mander, in  the  spring  of  1851,  injudiciously 
permitted  a  young  officer  named  Bamavd  to 
land  in  Russian  America  for  tho  purpose  of 
making  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  course  of 
tho  Investi;;iitor ;  while  at  a  trading-post  called 
Darabin,  the  traders  were  attacked  by  Indians, 
and  poor  Barnard,  among  others,  was  murdered. 
Captain  Osborn  publishes  a  letter  of  his,  reveal- 
ing his  sad  fate.  It  was  to  the  surgeon  of  tho 
Enterprise,  and  run  as  follows : 

"  Dear  Adams,— I  am  dreadfully  wounded  in  tho  abdo- 
uicn ;  my  cntruiU  arc  hanging  out.  I  do  not  lupposo  I 
shall  live  loui;  enough  to  nee  you.  The  Cu-u-chuc  In- 
dians made  tho  attack  while  we  were  in  our  beds.  Itos- 
kcy  is  badly  wounded,  and  Uarabin  is  dead. 

"  I  think  ny  wound  would  have  been  trifling  had  I  had 
medical  advice.  I  am  In  great  pain.  Nearly  all  tho  na- 
tives of  the  village  ore  murdered.  Set  out  for  this  place  in 
all  haste.  John  lUnNAsu." 

From  March  to  July  tho  Investigator's  crew 
spent  the  time  in  searching  the  vicinity  of  their 
winter  quarters  for  traces  of  Sir  John  Franklin. 
Three  sledge  j)arties  were  sent  out,  and  there 
was  no  lack  of  courage,  perseverance,  or  fore- 
thought in  their  leaders;  but,  as  the  world 
knows,  tliey  discovered  nothing.  In  July  the 
ice  broke  -tp  sufficiently  for  the  ship  to  move. 
A  strenuous  eftbrt  was  made  to  force  her  tlirough 
the  remaining  portion  of  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait 
into  Barrow's  Strait— she  actually  reached  a 
point  only  twenty-five  miles  from  the  latter — 
but  the  heavy  ice  of  Melville  Sound  was  jammed 
against  the  mouth  of  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait, 
and  she  could  advance  no  farther.  After  per- 
severing but  fruitless  endeavors  to  find  a  lane 
through  the  dense  pack,  Captain  M'Cluro  put 
the  ship  about,  and  steered  for  the  west  coast 
of  Banks's  Land.  As  before,  the  ship  sailed 
in  tho  laudwi'^er,  creeping  round  the  island  «t 
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a  Hnuil'ii  |)acc ;  Romotimcs  working  her  wiiy 
•  tliroiiKli  Mucli  narrow  puHsuges  timt  the  Htuililint;- 
giiil  boom  Imd  to  lio  "  toiipi-d"  to  cniililc  lior  to 
pons  botwfcn  tlio  clift's  on  one  Bitlo  iind  the  Hoes 
on  the  other.  Of  coiirBO,  eloso  an  they  were  to 
the  land,  they  went  nahoro  freiiuently.  I'hoy 
fonnd  no  Ksquimuux  to  enliven  their  Inliors ; 
but  Cnptuin  M'Cluro  noted  ii  strikiiiR  eontinna- 
tioM  of  the  well-known  theory  that  the  eliinato 
of  the  jiolar  rc'tiions  wnx  once  much  milder 
than  it  is.  On  the  northwest  cape  of  Hanks's 
Land,  north  of  tlio  line  71"  N.  hit.,  where  the 
Rround-willow  has  now  a  hard  strugRlc  for  ex- 
istence, ho  foinid  layers  upon  layers  of  hirpe 
wood,  sonictinu's  twenty  and  forty  feet  in  depth. 
Some  of  the  hi^s  were  so  hard  that  men  eould 
jump  upon  them  without  breaking  them  ;  many 
were  petrilled  ;  and  all,  it  seems,  unlit  for  burn- 
ing. Similar  diseovcries  of  fallen  trees,  in  a 
gt''te  of  semi-petrifaetion,  were  nuide  in  1 8.">;i, 
by  an  ofliecr  of  the  llexohte,  in  a  latitude  two 
deurecs  higher  n.uth. 

Winter  overtook  the  InresiifitUor  thh  year  on 
21st  September,  and  Captain  .M'CIure,  who  had 
vainly  hoped  to  jjet  into  the  pack  in  Harrow's 
Strait  before  the  close  of  tlie  season,  so  as  to 
drift  with  it  eastward  duriu);  the  winter,  laid 
the  ship  up  in  a  bay  on  the  north  of  Hanks's 
Land,  which  ho  apiiropriately  christened  .Mercy 
Bay.  The  winter  passed — or  rather  the  eav'y 
portion  of  it — like  any  other  Arctic  winter  in  a 
•^^ ell-appointed  ship.  Captain  M'Clure  had, 
however,  thought  it  ])rudent  to  reduce  the  al- 
lowance of  food  to  two-thirds,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide against  the  mishap  of  being  detaiiuid  an- 
otlier  winter  in  the  ice  ;  and,  eonseciuently,  ev- 
ery exertion  wos  made  to  supply  the  deficiency 
by  hunting. 

One  of  the  hunting  parties  had  well-nigh 
proved  fatal  to  a  colored  man  serving  on  board 
the  ship,     lie  k  J  wounded  a  <leer,  and  chased 
it  till  a  fog  came  on,  and  he  lost  his  way.     It 
was  in  January,  and  the  weather  was  bitterly 
cold ;  the  poor  fellow  began  to  fancy  himself 
frozen   to  death,   and   lost   his  wits   entirelv. 
While  in  this  state,  a  sergeant  of  marines  named 
Woon  met  him,  and  oflFered  to  lead  him  to  the 
ship.     The  negro,  beside  himself  with  terror, 
could  not  be  made  to  understand  any  tiling,  and 
stood  crying  and  shuddering  till  he  fell  down  in 
a  fit.    The  Sergeant  waited  till  ho  was  restore<l ; 
then  partly  by  force,  partly  by  entreaty,  he  in- 
duced him  to  walk  toward  the   Bhi|).     Night 
soon  closed  in,  at  about  two  in  the  afternoon ; 
and  the  darkness  reviving  all  the  terrors  of  the 
negro,  ne  fell  to  the  ground,  bleeding  at  the 
nose,  and  writhing  in  convulsions.     The  ques- 
tion now  was,  what  was  to  be  done  with  him '? 
To  wail  till  ho  recovered  would  have  placed 
both  lives  in  jeopardy ;  to  leave  him  there  and 
go  to  the  shi])  for  assistance  would  have  in- 
sured his  freezing  to  death,  independently  of 
the  wolves.     Sergeant  Woon,  like  u  brave  man, 
slung   his  own  and  the  negro's  musket  over 
his  shoulder,  took  the  half-dead  man's  arms 
round  his  neck,  and  began  to  trudge  toward  the 


ship  with  his  hnrdon.  The  negro  was  a  largo 
man  ;  such  a  weight  over  so  uneven  u  road  was 
enough  to  try  a  giant's  strength.  The  only  re- 
lief the  Sergeant  had  was  when  ho  had  climbed 
a  hill  or  hummock  ;  he  then  loosed  his  hold  of 
the  lu-gro,  aiul  rolled  him  down  the  opposite 
side.  Hough  treatment,  seemingly,  for  a  sick 
num,  but  it  rather  did  him  good.  By  olcvon 
o'clock  the  couple  were  witliin  n  mile  of  the 
ship.  But  Sergeant  Woon  was  exhausted. 
Ho  exerted  all  his  powers  of  eloquence  upon 
the  negro  to  induce  him  to  walk.  The  poor 
creature  only  begged  to  1)0  "let  nlono  to  dio." 
Finding  all  his  arguments  unavailing,  the  Ser- 
geant laid  him  in  a  bed  of  deep  snow,  and  with 
all  hir.  remaining  strength  ran,  alone,  to  the  ship, 
lie  proeurcil  assistance  directly,  nnd  retuminK 
to  the  pliue  where  ho  had  loft  the  nepro,  found 
him  with  his  arms  stiff  and  raised  above  his 
head,  his  eyes  open,  and  his  mouth  so  firmly 
frozen  that  it  recpiired  great  force  to  open  it  to 
pour  down  restoratives.  lie  was  alive,  however, 
ami  eventually  recovered. 

The  wolves,  which  the  iSergeant  had  so  gravely 
feared  on  this  occasion,  were  the  most  ravenous 
of  their  s|)ocies.  They  do  not  seem  to  have 
actually  attacked  the  hunters,  but  more  than 
once  they  disputed  with  them  the  game  they 
shot.  A  sailor  (mec  had  a  hard  tussle  with  a 
female  wolf  for  the  carcass  of  a  deer  ho  killed  j 
she  laid  hold  of  the  tail,  he  of  the  head,  and 
they  pulled  against  each  other  until  the  sailor 
received  a  reinforcement  from  a  hunting  party' 
in  the  neighborhood. 

In  the  spring.  Captain  M'Clure  crossed  with 
a  sledge  party  to  Mclvillo  Island,  but  discovered 
nothing ;  on  his  return  to  the  ship  he  made 
prei)arations  for  the  summer  ernise.  All  was 
ready  to  move  out  of  winter  quarters  by  Juno, 
and  the  men,  who  were  very  tired  of  their  dull 
himie,  and  many  of  whom  showed  symptoms  of 
incipient  scurvy,  were  once  more  in  high  hopes. 
These  were  somewhat  dashed  by  the  discovery 
that  the  ice  in  June  and  July,  instead  of  dimin- 
ishing in  thickness,  had  increased  about  two  feet. 
However,  curly  in  August,  the  ice  l)cgan  to 
move,  and  all  wi'.s  activity  and  excitement  on 
board  the  /nrc-iii/alor.  On  the  Kith  August  a 
lane  opened  iti.  the  ice,  and  water  was  seen  in 
several  i>laces.  The  ship  was  on  the  jmint  of 
wu-pmg  out,  when,  on  2()th  August,  the  "  lead" 
dosed,  and  cold  weather  coming  on,  the  sum- 
mer was  abruptly  brought  to  a  close. 

This  was  terrible  mischance.  It  was  now 
certain  tluit  the  Itivfutif/atnrs  must  spend  the 
winter  of  I  ,'*."iL'-'.">:t  in  the  Bay  of  Mercy.  They 
had  been  straitened  in  respect  of  provisions  last 
year,  what  should  they  be  this  f  As  the  season 
iulvanced  hunger  began  to  be  seriously  felt. 
The  oflicers  and  men  were  reduced  to  one  solid 
meal,  and  that  a  scanty  one,  per  day.  In  the 
nu)ruing  a  cu])  of  very  weak  cocoa,  with  the 
merest  atom  of  bread,  was  served  out ;  the  din- 
ner consisted  of  half  a  pound  of  salt  meat,  with 
a  piece  of  bread,  and  "enough  vegetable  to 
swear  by  ;"  in  the  evcuing,  weak  tea  was  given 
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to  nil  wlio  I'hoso  to  have  ll.  ThoHO  who  know 
tlio  I'liormouH  (|uuntitiuH  of  food  rc(|iiirod  l)y  truv- 
clors  in  ilip  Arittic  rcKiono  will  a;)|)rcciatc  tho 
gnverity  with  which  thoso  nhort  commonH  wuro 
felt  liy  tlio  Inrestiijalora. 

C'liptuin  M'('luro  decided  to  oend  n  part  of 
his  men  homo  by  hind,  via  tho  M'Kenzio  Kivcr, 
and  another  party  via  Urifflth's  Island  to  Capo 
Spencer,  where  there  wnu  a  boat  and  ])rovi8ion8, 
retaininK  only  thirty  of  the  strongcHt  men  in 
the  Hliip  with  hiinxelf.  But  before  they  started 
u  change  came  over  Arctic  affairs. 

Lndy  Franklin,  unceasing  in  her  entreaties 
to  the  Admiralty,  had  induced  the  British  Gov- 
ornmont  to  send  out  another  cx]>edition — tho 
lurgedt  that  had  yet  sailed — in  search  of  her 
liualiand.  TIuh  was  tho  expedition  under  Sir 
Kdward  Belcher,  consisting  Jf  four  vessels. 
Now  Mr.  C'cswcU,  of  London,  hud  a  son  on 
board  the  IiiveHliyalor.  Paternal  affection 
sharpening  hi'<  wits,  ho  divined,  what  no  one 
else  in  England  seemed  to  have  imagined,  that 
the  [iift'iiiii/dliir  might  have  discovered  the 
Northwest  Passage,  found  her  way  to  Banks' 
Laiul,  and  be  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Melville  Islaiul.  He  therefore  petitioned  the 
Admiralty  that  it  might  be  an  instruction  to  tho 
ships  of  Belcher's  squadron  to  support  M'Cluro 
us  well  as  search  for  Franklin  ;  and  in  accord- 
oneo  with  this  request,  when  tho  little  Heet  ar- 
rived in  Lancaster  Sound,  the  Renulutc  and  her 
consort  nmde  for  Melville  Island  to  search  for 
M-Clurc* 

On  the  r.th  April,  18.13,  the  little  crew  of  the 
Iin-eslii/alor  was   in    low   spirits :    one  of  their 
comrades  had  just  poisoned  himself.     Let  us 
give  the  rest  in  M'tllure's  own  words:  "While 
walking  near  the  ship,  in  conversation  with  the 
first  lieutenant  upon  the  subject  of  digging  a 
grave  for  the  man  who  had  died,  and  discuss- 
ing how  wo  could  cut  a  grave  in   tho  ground 
while  it  was  so  hardly  frozen — a  subject  natu- 
rally .sud  and  dejircssing — we  ])ercei\ed  a  figure 
walking  rapidly  toward  us  from  tho  rough  ice 
nt  the  entrance  of  the  bay.     From  his  pace  and 
his  gestures  we  both  naturally  supposed  at  first, 
that  he  was  some  one  of  our  party  pursued  by 
a  bear,  but  as  w"  a))proachcd  hiui,  doubts  arose 
as  to  who  he  could  be.      lie  was  (.ertninly  un- 
like any  of  our  men  ;  but  recollecting  that  some 
DUO  might  be  trying  a  new  traveling  dress,  pre- 
paratory to  tho  departure  of  our  sledges,  and 
.'ertain  that  no  one  else  was  near,  we  continued 
to  advance.     When  within  about  two  hundred 
.ards  of  us  this  strange  figure  threw  u)i  his 
irms  and  made  gesticulations  resembling  those 
uade  by  Esquimaux,  besides  shoiiting  at  the 
')]>  of  his  voice  words  which,  from  the  wind 
md  the  intense  excitement  of  the   moment, 
mounded  like  a  wild  screech ;  and  this  brought 
18  both  fairly  to  a  stand-still.     Tho  stranger 

*  Onr  rcadrm  tm  aware  that  tliln  is  the  dame  Itemlul.e 
»''fiich,  abandoned  by  her  crew,  was  found  by  son'.o  Vuii- 
1^  ee  whalers,  brought  into  an  American  port,  bought  and 
'  tied  up  by  tlie  United  States  Uovemmcnt,  and  sen'  to 
^gland  as  a  present  to  her  Majesty. 


caroo  quietly  on,  and  we  mii<  that  hit  Jure,  trail 
an  hlarh  a»  elioni/ ;  and  really,  at  the  moment, 
wo  miglii  bo  pardoned  for  wondering  whether 
ho  was  a  denizen  of  this  or  the  other  world } 
and  had  he  but  given  us  a  glimpse  of  a  tail  or 
cloven  hoof,  we  should  assuredly  have  taken  to 
onr  legs.  As  it  wos,  wo  gallantly  stood  our 
ground,  and,  had  the  skies  fallen  upon  us,  wo 
could  hardly  have  been  more  astonished  than 
when  the  dark-faced  stranger  called  out — •  I'm 
Lieutenant  I'im,  lato  of  tho  IleraUl,  now  in  tho 
Resolute.  Captain  Kcllett  is  at  Dculy  Island  1' 
To  rush  at  him  and  seize  him  by  the  hand  wai 
tho  first  im))ulse,  for  the  heart  was  too  full  for 
tho  tongue  to  speak.  The  announcement  that 
relief  was  dose  at  hand,  when  none  was  sup- 
posed to  bo  even  within  the  Arctic  circle,  was 
too  sudden,  unexpected,  and  joyous  for  our 

minds  to  comprehend  it  at  once" 

Tho  rest  is  known.  W  o  all  remember — for 
we  have  read  the  account  in  the  news|iu|)ers — of 
the  pusillanimous  decision  of  Sir  E.  Belcher  to 
abandon  his  ships  in  the  Arctic  seas,  of  the 
return  of  tho  officers  and  crews  to  England  in 
the  North  Star,  J'hanix,  and  Talbot,  and  of  tho 
righteous  court-martial  whoso  venerable  Presi- 
dent returned  Sir  Edward  his  sword  in  stern 
silence.  But  it  v,  due  to  Captain  M'Cluro  to 
reproduce  one  passage  in  the  dispatch  which 
he  had  ]>repare(i  to  send  home  with  the  land 
])arties  he  was  aoout  to  dispatch  in  tho  spring 
of  18.-.3: 

"  Should  any  of  her  Majesty's  ships  be  sent 
for  our  relief  and  we  have  quitted  Port  Leo- 
pold, a  notice  containing  information  of  our 
route  will  be  loft  on  tho  door  of  the  house  at 
Whalers'  Point,  or  on  some  cons])icuous  posi- 
tion. If,  however,  no  intinuilion  sho\ild  bo 
found  of  our  having  been  there,  it  may  at  once 
be  surmised  that  some  fatal  catastrophe  has 
ha])pencd,  either  from  our  being  carried  into 
the  I'olnr  Sea,  or  smashed  in  Burrow's  Strait, 
and  no  sur\ivors  left.  If  such  be  the  case, 
which,  however,  I  will  not  nnticijmtc,  it  will 
then  be  quite  unnecessary  to  penetraie  fur- 
ther to  the  westward  for  our  relief,  as,  by  the 
period  that  any  vessel  could  reach  that  port, 
we  must,  from  want  of  provisions,  nil  have 
perished.  In  such  a  case,  /  uuittd  submit  that 
the  ojjirers  mail  be  direrted  to  return,  and  bi)  no 
means  incur  the  danger  of  losing  other  lives  in 
(jnc  -t  oj' those  uho  will  then  be  no  more." 

Kegulus,  warning  his  countrymen  against 
making  peace  with  Carthage,  did  not  rise 
higher  than  this. 

t)ne  word  more — as  to  Franklin.  Mr.  An- 
derson, the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  factor,  who 
l)ursucd  the  search  on  the  traces  of  Kae,  hav- 
ing added  nothing  to  our  previous  knowledge, 
our  actual  information  with  regard  to  Frank- 
lin and  his  party  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few 
sentences.  His  vessels,  th )  Krebus  and  Terror, 
were  last  seen  on  the  2(ith  of  July,  184.';,  in  tho 
upper  waters  of  Baffin's  Bay,  waiting  for  an 
opening  in  the  pack.  The  winter  of  1845-'46 
they  spent  at  Bccchy  Island,  as  tho  Grinnell 
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expedition  prorcd.  The  next,  and  only  re^ 
nwininR  item  of  potitive  infomutloiii  i«  th« 
well-l(nown  itorjr  of  the  Beqnimaux  to  Mr.  iUn, 
toucltinff  tlie  death  of  •  party  of  omnrinted 
white  men  on  the  banlu  of  tho  Oreat  Fl»h 
River,  and  tho  purchaio  by  Mr.  Koe  of  a  num- 
ber of  article*  of  plate  and  utonilU  which  had 
undoubtedly  belonged  to  Hir  John  Franklin 
and  his  oiHeen.  Our  negative  infui-mution 
amount*  to  thii.  Hir  John  Franklin  did  not 
progroM  westward  for  any  diitanco  beyond  hia 
winter  quarters  In  '  84A-'46.  He  did  not  visit 
"%  Cape  Walker,  Banks's  Land,  Melville  Island,  or 

Prince  Regent's  Inlet. 

These  are  the  data  on  which  a  Judgment 
must  be  formed  as  to  his  fate.  Dr.  Knnc, 
writing  before  Rae's  discovery,  surmised  that 
Sir  John  might  have  been  tempted  to  ascend 
Wellington  Channel.  The  later,  and  doubt- 
less the  better  opinion,  Iraing  founded  on  larger 
information,  is  that  he  struck,  in  the  summer 
of  1846,  not  to  the  north,  but  to  tho  south. 
u  That  ho  sailed  in  search  of  the  Northwest  Paa- 
V  Mtge  down  Pool  Sound,  and  never  returned 
to  Barrow's  Strait.  Whether  his  vessels  were 
mjlll^. .  erushed  by  the  ice,  or  locked  in  and  abandon- 
ed, remains  to  bo  ascertained :  Arctic  cxjilor- 
ors  believe  that  it  was  quite  possible  for  them 
to  reach  King  William's  Land,  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  Sound  ;  and  there,  no  doubt, 
they  may  be  sought  with  a  strong  probability 
of  flnding  the  clew  to  the  mysteiy.  There  are 
mon  of  strong  faith  who  believe  that  there  nru 
yet  survivors  of  that  expedition,  who  have 
adopted  the  Estiuimaux  mode  of  life,  and  8ul>- 
sist  as  those  children  of  the  ice  do.  Conjec- 
ture is  legitimate  where  truth  can  not  be  dis- 
cerned. 

Lady  Frnnklin,  knowing  no  despair,  peti- 
tioned, on  the  r>th  of  June  last,  that  a  new  ex- 
pedition— one  more  only — might  l>o  sent  l)y  way 
of  Behring's  Straits  to  explore  King  William's 
Land  and  Peel  Sound.  Her  letter,  whioli  waa 
addressed  to  the  Admiralty,  got  into  the  "Cir« 
cumlocution  Office,"  and  has  never  Ikjcu  nn- 
swcred.  A  number  of  learned  men,  gcogro- 
phers  and  others,  with  Sir  Roderick  Murchison 
nt  their  head,  addressed  a  separate  appeal,  with 
tho  same  object,  to  Lord  Palmerston :  but,  up 
to  this  time,  it  has  not  received  a  favorable  an- 
Bwcr.  It  would  seem  rea«onablo  to  hope  thot 
such  a  prayer  will  eventually  be  granted.  A 
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